
BAPTISM AND 
CONFIRMATION

holy baptism is the basis of the whole christian life.
sacrament of regeneration through water and word.



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

What is this Sacrament called?

Greek word Baptizein (to immerse)

Washing of regeneration

Bath of enlightenment



ECONOMY OF SALVATION

Old Testament prefigurations

Water the source of life

Spirit breathed on the waters (Pneuma)

Noah’s Ark prefiguring Baptism

Crossing of Red Sea liberation of Israel

Crossing of Jordan river people of God 
receive the land



CHRIST BAPTISM

All OT prefigurations culminate 
in Christ Jesus

Our Lord voluntarily submits to 
Baptism

Passover Christ opens fountain 
of Baptism



BAPTISM IN THE CHURCH

From Pentecost Church has celebrated 
Baptism

St Paul says believers enters through 
Baptism into communion with Christ’s 
death, is buried with him and rises with 
him.

Baptized “put on Christ”

With the Holy Spirit the bath purifies, 
justifies and sanctifies.



SACRAMENT CELEBRATED

Christian Intiation

Becoming a Christian has been accomplished by a journey 
of initiation.

Period of Catechumenate series of predatory rites

Infant Baptism requires a post-baptismal catechumenate.

Adults begin journey with their entrance into 
Catechumenate



THE CELEBRATION

Sign of the Cross imprints the one who is to belong to 
Christ.

Proclamation of the Word enlightens and reveals the truth 
and elicits a response.

Exorcisms are pronounced to free the catechumens from 
the grip of the devil.

Water is consecrated and new converts may be “born of 
water and the Spirit.”



CELEBRATION

Baptism actually brings about death to sin and entry into the life of the 
Holy Trinity.

Triple immersion, infusion is accompanied by “I baptize you, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Sacred Chrism signifies the gift of the Holy Spirit.

White Garment signifies the person having “put on Christ”

The candle lit from the Easter Candle signifies Christ has enlightened 
the neophyte and they have become the “Light of Christ” in the world.



WHO CAN BE BAPTIZED

Adult Baptism is the 
common practice where the 
proclamation of the Gospel is 
new.

Catechumenate aims at 
bringing conversion and faith 
to maturity.



INFANT BAPTISM

Born with a fallen nature and tainted by original 
sin, children also need to be freed from the power 
of darkness

Parents become the first teachers of the faith to 
their children

First century followers to christianity were 
baptized often as whole families.



FAITH AND BAPTISM

Baptism is the sacrament of faith.

Faith must grow following Baptism, children or adults.

Godfather and Godmother are to assist by example in 
the faith life of those they sponsor.

The whole ecclesial community has a part in teaching 
and living the faith as examples to the newly baptized.



WHO CAN BAPTIZE

Ordinary ministers of Baptism are the Bishop, 
Priest and Deacon.

In case of emergency anyone can baptize, if thy 
have the required intention.

The intention required is to do what the church 
intends and to apply the trinitarian formula.



NECESSITY

The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is 
necessary for salvation.

Baptism is necessary for salvation for those who 
have received the Gospel.

The church knows of no other means that assures 
entry into eternal beatitude.



NECESSITY

Baptism of Blood

Baptism of Desire

Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel and of his church, 
but seeks the truth and does the will of God in accordance 
with his understanding of it can be saved.

Children who have died without Baptism can only be 
entrusted to the great mercy of God



GRACE OF BAPTISM

By Baptism all sins are forgiven! Original sin and all personal sin.

Certain temporal consequences remain in the baptized such as; suffering, 
illness, death and such frailties inherent in life, weakness of character.

Concupiscience

Baptism makes the neophyte a “New Creature”

Becomes a new member in the Body of Christ.

Sanctifying Grace

Whole organism of Christian life has its roots in Baptism.



INCORPORATED

Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ.

Living stones, to be built into a living house.

The baptized no longer belongs to himself, but to 
him who died and rose for us.

Reborn as adopted sons and daughters the baptized 
must profess their faith into the mission of the 
church.



SACRAMENTAL BOND

Baptism constitutes the 
foundation of communion 
among all christians, including 
those who are not yet in full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church.



INDELIBLE MARK

Incorporated into Christ the person is configured 
to Christ.

Baptism confers an “indelible mark.”

Sacramental character to participate in the 
worship in the holy liturgy.

Baptism is the seal to eternal life.



CONFIRMATION

The newly Baptized are 
more perfectly bound to 

the Church and are 
enriched with the special 

strength of the Holy Spirit.



In the Old Testament the prophets announced 
that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on the 
Messiah.

The fullness of the Spirit was not to remain 
uniquely the messiah’s but to be communicate 
to the whole messianic people.

The “laying on of hands” completes the grace 
of Baptism.

ECONOMY OF SALVATION



The gift of the Holy Spirit, was an  anointing of 
Chrism (oil) which was added to the “laying on of 
hands.”

Anointing highlights the word “Christian” which 
means “anointed.”

ECONOMY



First centuries Confirmation was generally was 
included with Baptism.

First anointing was performed by the priest, the 
second anointing was performed by the Bishop.

In the Eastern Church the emphasis was on the 
Christian Initiation, in the West the emphasis 
was on union with the Church through the 
Bishop.

TRADITIONS



Sign of anointing imprints a spiritual seal

Oil a sign of abundance and joy, healing and 
strength.

The pre-baptismal anointing with oil of 
catechumens signifies cleansing and strengthening.

Oil of the Sick expresses healing and comfort.

Sacred Chrism sign of consecration.

SIGNS/RITES



Celebration begins with renewal of Baptismal 
promises, and profession of faith.

Bishop extends hands over all the confirmandi to 
invoke the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Sacrament is conferred through the anointing with 
chrism on the forehead.

Sign of peace signifies the communion with the 
Bishop.

SIGN/RITE



Full outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Deepening of Baptismal Grace.

Unites us more firmly with Christ

Increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Renders bond to Church more perfect.

EFFECTS



Special grace to witness to spread and 
defend Jesus Christ.

Confirmation given only once.

Character perfects the common priesthood 
of the faithful.

EFFECTS



Every Baptized person.

Age of discretion.

Young people should be 
instructed on the power and 
purpose of sacrament.

Must be in a state of grace.

Seek spiritual help of sponsor.

WHO CAN RECEIVE



Original minister of 
Confirmation is the bishop.

Under grave means bishop 
may delegate a priest.

Danger of death sacrament 
should be conferred.

MINISTER


