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Consider joining us for  
reflection and study  
Holy Scripture  

directed by Fr. Salvador and  
accompanied by other women 
of the parish.  We look  

forward to meeting you and 
sharing this time together in 

prayer.  Bring a friend; let us grow in faith together. 
When:  Wednesdayôs   Time:  10am - 11am  

Location: Classroom 3 

Segundo Domingo de Pascua                 Domingo De La  Divina Misericordia  

23 De Abril 2017  

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church  

 
Jesus said to him,  

"Have you come to  

believe because you have 

seen me? 

Blessed are those who 

have not seen and have 

believed." 

 
John 20:29 

 

Pero ®l les contest·:  

"Si no veo en sus manos 

la se¶al de los clavos y si 

no meto mi dedo en los 

agujeros de los clavos y 

no meto mi mano en su 

costado, no creer®". 

 
Juan 20:29 



We pray for those in need of healing    Z May the Holy Spirit Light Their Way 
 

 

Mercedes Peltz, Kay Dayton, Irma Avila, Antonio Garcia, Leonor Dominguez, Alejandro Gomez,  
Kristina Greer, Frank Stevens, Art Burke, Al Frettoloso, Joseph Bell, Kay Stevens, Starnes Family,  
Andrew Hernandez, Elizabeth Sanchez, Jose Arturo Ramos, Gabriela de la Torre,.Bertha Villasana,  
Bonnie Wilkerson, Maria Faz Hernandez, Casimiro A. Diaz, Madeline Prugh, Priscilla Rodriguez,  
Narciza Bravo, Cipriano Castillo Aguilar, Cheri Mills, John Christopher Cortes, Patricia Trejo,  

Luis Gonzalez, Florene Hendricks, Susie Alvarez, Fabiola Afanador, Narcisa Bravo, Lourdes Diaz, Maria 
Louise Sanchez, Dan Crum, Collville Bain, Judy Coenen, Andrew Karl, Kelly Claffey,  

Alexandra Venegas, Maria Ni¶o, Yuritza Huerta Ibarra, Antonio Garcia, Andrew Hernandez, Christy Lane, Erin Knapik, 
Walker Phillips, Carroll Family, Marcy Roberts, Cathy Greise, Maria Nerios, Mary Williams,  

Maria del Rocio Garcia Calles, Evan Flores, Terry Hanoski, Emiliano Pe¶a, Jason McCune, Susy Martilla,  
Paula Carrion, Pat Guidry, Toni Hawley, Lupe Gomez, Jeff Frazier, Francisco Morales, Steven Neville, Steve Macias,  
Bettye Holmes, Margarita Rodriguez, Lorenzo Vasquez, Lilia, Carlos Enrique Lopez, Kenadi Pearson, Hunter Starnes, 
Gina Portillo, Maria Bueno, Judith Lopez, Milagros Balderas, Isidra Arrellano, Rick Hart, Rose Marie Snell, Brenda Bulot, 
Sherry Campbell, Marguerite Martin, Francisco Olvera, Jeff Hull, Natalie Alexander, Mike Sullivan, Sherry Matthews,  
Roberto Segura, Angela Soto, Andrew Sanchez, Graciela Espinoza, Nina Roger, Alejandra Moreno, Ana J. Ruiz, Karen 

Beaty, Patrick Greise, Juanita Beasley, Terry Good, Matiana Chavez, Luis Enrique Alejos, Rebecca Guerrero,  
Gloria Gutierrez, Bill Munsel, Pat Kendall, George Lawrence, Ann Davidson, Mary Kalupa , Chris Cagile,  
Martha Gonzalez, Ruben Martinez, Lidia Segura, Alexander Rafael Cruz, Teresa Martinez, Mr. & Mrs. Perez,  

Miriam Stevens, Idolina Santos, Alissa Ramirez, Audrey Abel, Elizabeth Barrett, Mary Jo Van Grinsven, Desiree Galvan, 
Sandra Segura, Alfredo Sinta, Juan Solis, Alicia Solomon, Audrey Able, Jose Valencia, Leticia Galvan, 

Susan Galvez, Andrew Evans, Ofelia Sanchez, Karina Bautista 

To add someone to the prayer list for healing, please kindly call the parish office. 

 

Mass Intentions for the week of:   
      April 22nd - 29th  
 

Saturday, April 22nd 
5:00 pm      Z     Arthur Paul  
 

Sunday, April 23rd 
8:00am       Z   Amelia Jara  

9:30am       Z   Manuel Morales , Z   Alfonso Garcia 

                En Accion de Gracias:  Jose Arturo Ramos       

11:30am     Z  Arantza Iriarte,  For the People 

1:30pm       Z  Jose Antonio Martinez (bebe)        

               En Accion de Gracias: Familia Ortiz-Garcia  

 

Monday, April 24th 
8:00am    Z   Dolores Johnson and her family          
 

Tuesday, April 25th 
5:30pm    Z   Thomas Perez, Sr.           
                         

Wednesday, April 26th 
8:00am     Z   Dolores Johnson and her family                                                      
 

Thursday, April 27th 
5:30 pm    Z   Guadalupe Elizondo     
Friday, April 28th   
8:00am   Z   Michael Carroll   
 

Saturday, April 29th 
5:00pm      Z  Jim Holley, Rev. Bruce Bradley  

Readings for the week of:  April 23rd - April 30th 
 

23rd of April, 2nd Sunday of Easter  
(Divine Mercy Sunday) 
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31  
 

Monday, 24th of April 
Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2; John 3:1-8  
 

Tues.,  25th of April: St. Mark  
1 Peter 5:5b-14; Ps 89; Mark 16:15-20 
 

Wednesday, 26th of April 
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34; John 3:16-21  
 

Thursday, 27th of April:  Sts. Peter Chanel;  
Louis Grignion de Montford; Arbor Day  
Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34; John 3:31-36  
 

Friday, 28th of April 
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27; John 6:1-15  
 

Sat., 29th of April: St. Catherine of Siena   
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33; John 6:16-21  
 

30th of April, 3rd Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14,22-33; Ps 16; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35 

Did you know that our parish offers:  

 
 

Signing up is fast, easy and secure.   
Visit our online giving website:   
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1878  
Click the create new account button and youôre on your 
way to worry free giving.  Questions may be directed to 

the parish office at 972.542.4667 x 112.  

St. Vincent de Paul - Holy Family Hall  
Food Distribution is held on the  

Tues. & Thurs.     Open: 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
 

2nd Saturday of the month: 7:30- 9:45 am 
Helpline: 214-314-5698   

OUR SUNDAY OFFERING 
Sunday, April 16th - Collection: $23,149.00 
Online Giving: $2,218.00 Total Giving:  $25,367.00 
 

Sunday, April 16th - 2nd Collection:   
(Mortgage Reduction):  $9,914.00 
Online Giving: $492.00    Total Giving: $10,406.00 
 

Vigil Attendance:  850          Easter Sunday: 4,331 
 

Holy Thursday:  $2,158.00  Online Giving: $20.00 

Total Giving:  $2,178.00                 Attendance:791 
 

Good Friday:  $2,565.00      Online Giving: $45.00 
Total Giving:  $2,610.00                  Attendance: 977 

 

Thank you for your constant giving. 

On Easter the Eastern Churches greet each other by saying:  
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǎ !ƴŜǎǝΣ !ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΗέ  Which means: ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ !ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΗ  

The response is: ά!ƭŜǘƘƛƴƻǎΣ ŀƴŜǎǝ ŀƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΗέ   The response: άIŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊƛǎŜƴΣ !ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΗέ 

https://www.ewtn.com/sites/index.htm


MERCY: THE ESSENCE OF THE GOSPEL AND THE KEY TO CHRISTIAN LIFE   
By Walter Kasper, translated by William Madges 

 
     Cardinal Walter Kasper's most recent book translated into English bristles with the claim that mercy has been 
"criminally neglected" in recent dogmatic theology, a "disappointing, even catastrophic" situation. 
     This neglect has not been universal. St. John XXIII sought "the medicine of mercy" over "that of severity" in  
inaugurating the Second Vatican Council. St. John Paul II dedicated his second encyclical, Dives in Misericordia, 
to it and canonized St. Faustina Kowalska, known for her popular image of and devotion to Divine Mercy. 
The current pope also values mercy. During the most recent conclave and while still Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, he  
received a copy of this book from Kasper and remarked, "Ah mercy! This is the name of our God." 
     At his first Angelus, Pope Francis announced, as the cover declares, "This book has done me so much good." 
Mercy, Francis said, "changes the world é makes the world less cold and more just. We need to understand 
properly this mercy of God," a task at which this book succeeds. 
     This welcome translation balances fidelity to the German original with readability in English. It also makes  
available to a wider audience Kasper's positions on themes -- such as the relationship of justice to mercy -- that 
figured centrally in the debates leading up to the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family and that will surely 
arise in the synod itself. 
     Kasper claims that mercy has fared poorly in recent theological discourse because of its emphasis, at least in 
the German and French sources cited, on a metaphysical assessment of God instead of on the biblical record of 
God's work in history. 
     As a result, some theologians have had difficulty making sense of God's compassion. Kasper calls this neglect 
"pastorally ... a catastrophe." 
     "The proclamation of a God who is insensitive to suffering is a reason that God has become alien and 
finally irrelevant to many," he writes. 
     Kasper develops his rich and persuasive argument by tracing a trajectory from philosophical and interreligious  
accounts to its place in the Bible and theology. He then turns to its personal, ecclesial and social implications. He  
concludes with a chapter on Mary as an archetype of mercy. 
      This is a thorough book, as its endnotes, referencing mostly German scholarship, reveals. It is at ease with  
representatives of the philosophical tradition and conversant with other religions. For example, Kasper reminds 
readers that, in Islam, each of the Quran's suras, save one, begins by invoking God's mercy and that, of all the 
names for God, those evoking God's mercy are the most frequently used. 
     Kasper does not confine his reflections to the theoretical. He draws on his own pastoral experience as a bishop. 
He highlights the affective domain, citing a page-long prayer about mercy penned by St. Faustina. He addresses 
popular practices, including a lengthy reflection on devotion to the Sacred Heart. "In the heart of Jesus, we  
recognize that God ... has a heart (cor) for us, who are poor (miseri), in the broadest sense of the word." 
God is therefore "merciful (misericors). In this way, the heart of Jesus is an emblem of God's love, which  
became incarnate in Jesus Christ." He does not shy away from disputes about mercy. For example, he cites with 
approval Hans Urs von Balthasar's "ambitious" claims about universal salvation and, with him, rejects both "cheap 
optimism" (as expressed by the formula "Hell exists, but it is empty") and "hell-fearing pessimism"; neither does 
justice to the biblical or theological tradition. 
     He depicts God as one who "recommends," "courts," and "woo[s]" us but does not "force" or "overpower" us. 
We "can hope for the salvation of all, but factually we cannot know that all will be saved. Both divine freedom and 
human freedom are a mystery." 
     Kasper concludes this discussion by saying, "Mercy courts every human being to the very end; it activates the 
entire communion of saints on behalf of every individual, while taking human freedom with radical seriousness. 
Mercy is the good, comforting, uplifting, hope-granting message, on which we can rely in every situation and which 
we can trust and build upon, both in life and in death. Under the mantle of mercy, there is a place for everyone of 
good will." 
     To be sure, Kasper can come across as defensive ("We do not worship Mary"), narrow (the conversation  
partners in his notes are mostly European men), and anthropocentric, with little attention paid to the implications for 
mercy in the growing focus on creation. Also, his enthusiasm for mercy can lead him to find it seemingly  
everywhere and so obscure distinctions with, for example, love. 
     To the point of this book, he rejects a weak "pseudomercy" that undercuts justice and fails to take seriously 
God's holiness and judgment because it is driven by "a banal and trivializing image of a saccharine 'dear-God.' " 
     But, more often, he exemplifies a refreshing breadth that discerns goodness in unexpected places, across  
denominational, religious, political and philosophical lines. He draws on art, liturgy and language to craft his  
arguments. 
     In doing so, he reflects the image of God he advances. He sets aside as inadequate the mercy-justice divide 
because there is a breadth to God's justice that encompasses mercy. "Mercy is God's very own justice." Thus, 
God's justice is not punitive but one that, in mercy, justifies or makes the sinner (not the sin) right. 
     Kasper's latest book is the work of a justly renowned scholar. It prepares a solid foundation for others in  
different contexts to build upon. Yet, it is also the mature work of one who grew up during Hitler's rise to power, has 
witnessed great changes in the church, and been a leader in the promotion of Christian unity and reconciliation 
with Judaism. 
     With a wisdom born of much experience, Kasper seeks not simply to inform but to transform and to do so now. 
He concludes the book's longest chapter with a kind of coda that reflects not an octogenarian weariness but an 
urgency the church and world need to hear: "The experience of divine mercy encourages and obliges us to 
become witnesses to mercy in the world. ... Human mercy é is the concrete form of divine mercy in the 
world."                       
 

[Thomas Ryan is professor of theology and ministry and director of the Loyola Institute for Ministry,  
Loyola University New Orleans.] 

 



Waiting for the Resurrection [April 11, 2004] 
 

 ñWhen I despair, I remember that all through history, the way 
of truth and love has always won. There have been murderers and  
tyrants, and for a time they seem invincible. But in the end they always fall. 
Think of it, always.ò Mohandas K. Gandhi wrote those words and they can 
be helpful in difficult times.  
 We live in difficult times. Weôve only to watch the news on any  
given evening. If thereôs an all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-loving God 
whoôs Lord of this universe, his presence isnôt very evident on the evening 
news: Thereôs violence all over the planet, fuelled on every side by  
self-righteous ideologies that sanction hatred, by self-interest that lets  
community fend for itself, and by a socially-approved greed that lets the 
poor fend for themselves.  Itôs fair and reflective to wonder: Where is the 
resurrection in all of this? Why is God seemingly so inactive? Where 
is the vindication of Easter Sunday?  
These are important questions, even if they arenôt particularly deep or new. 

They were the questions used to taunt Jesus on the cross: ñIf youôre the son of God, come down off that cross! If 
youôre God, prove it! Act now!ò Then and now, it seems, weôve never figured out why salvation canôt work like a  
normal movie where, at the end, a morally superior violence kills off all thatôs bad.  
 Except God doesnôt work like a Hollywood movie and never has. For centuries they prayed for a messiah, a  
superman, to come and display a power and a glory that would simply overpower evil but what they got was a helpless 
baby lying in the straw. And when that baby grew up they wanted him to overthrow the Roman empire and instead he let 
himself be crucified. We havenôt changed much in what we expect of God.  
 But God, as revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus, doesnôt meet our expectations even as he infinitely 
exceeds them. What the resurrection teaches is that God doesnôt forcibly intervene to stop pain and death.  
Instead he redeems the pain and vindicates the death. God rids the world of evil not by using force to blot it out, but 
by vindicating whatôs good in the eyes of evil so that eventually the good is all thatôs left. Evil has to forever ñlook upon 
the one whom it has pierced!ò until it understands what it has done and lets itself be transformed. How does this work?  
 What the resurrection of Jesus reveals is that thereôs a deep moral structure to the universe, that the contours 
of the universe are love and goodness and truth and that this structure, anchored at its center by Ultimate love 
and power, is non-negotiable: You live life its way or it simply wonôt come out right. More importantly, the reverse is 
also true: If you respect the structure and live life its way, whatôs good and true and loving will eventually triumph,  
always, despite everything. If this is true, and it is, then we donôt have to escape pain and death to achieve victory, weôve 
only to remain faithful, good, and true inside of them.  
 However part of whatôs revealed here is that we need a great patience, a patience called hope. Godôs day will 
come, but God, it seems, is not in any hurry. Good and truth will always triumph, but this triumph must be waited- for, 
not because God wants us to endure pain as some kind of test, but because God, unlike ourselves, doesnôt use coercion 
or violence to achieve an aim. God uses only love, truth, beauty, and goodness and God uses these by,  
structurally and non-negotiably, embedding them into the universe itself, like a giant moral immune-system that 
eventually, always, brings the body back to health. God doesnôt need to intervene like a super-hero at the end of a 
Hollywood movie and use a morally- superior violence to kill the bad people so that the good are spared pain and death. 
God lets the universe right itself the way a body does when it is attacked by a virus. The immune-system  
eventually does its work, even if, in the short term, there are pain and death. But always, in the end, the universe rights 
itself.  
 Simply put: Whenever we do anything wrong, anything at all, it wonôt turn out right. It canôt. The structure of the 
universe wonôt receive it and it comes back to us, one way or the other. Conversely, whenever we do something right, 
anything thatôs true, good, loving, or beautiful, the universe vindicates that. It judges our every act and its  
judgment allows no exceptions.  
Perhaps that judgment doesnôt seem to be immediate, it can seem a long time in coming and thus, for a time, we can be 
confused and ask the question: ñWhy doesnôt God, truth and goodness, come down off the cross?ò But, eventually, 
as Gandhi says, always, without a single exception, evil is shamed and good triumphs. The resurrection works. 

 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser:  www.ronrolheiser.com. 
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Come Join Us and Bring Your Favorite Dish 

 

When: Tuesday, March 28th at 6:30 P.M.      
Where: St. Michael Hall 

We hope you will join us for good food and 
fellowship. 

Saturday, May 6th 
HELP SPRUCE UP YOUR CHURCH DAY! 

  

The Knights of Columbus & Squires  
invite all men to come and be a part of 
this event. We are in need of men to help 
clean flower beds, spread mulch  

throughout the property and  help haul off 
the debris.  Bring your own wheelbarrow, 

rake, shovel and gloves.   
 

Weôll begin at 8am. Meet us in the front parking lot.   
 

-Darren Meyer will be our Knight coordinating this event. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com


We are in the planning stages of this yearôs TWO DAY fall festival.  We invite all that are  
interested in giving of their time, talent and treasure to visit our website: 

www.stmichaelmckinney.org  and submit your talent card electronically.  Simply click  
under the ñHomeò tab and choose ñ2017 Fundraisers. 

 

We are in need of donations, individuals to head up sub committees and help work with 
small groups before and during the parish festival.  We look forward to hearing from you.  

Working together as a community, we can make this a great event. 
 

More details with reference to prizes and entertainment to follow. 

 

 
St. Michael�¶s  
                 1st Annual  
 
       Saturday  
           and  
        Sunday 
   May 20th & 21st   

THIS IS OUR HOUSE AND  
WE ALL NEED YOUR HELP 

 
Building Our Home in His House 

3 Great Events  
Come Share Your Talent! 

WE ARE ACCEPTING DONATIONS.   
PLEASE EMAIL US AT 

cdm@stmichaelmckinney.org to arrange for a 
pickup or inquire on drop off locations,  

dates & times.  
VOLUNTEERS are also needed for this event. 


